


In 2011 Yllana is 20 years old and hasn’t let out a peep about it.

In 1991 a group of young enthusiasts got a theatre project up and running which we could never have 

imagined even in our wildest dreams to take us this far.

This can largely be put down to “Muu”, our first show.

“Muu” is a satire about the world of bullfighting, the sense of honour, the macho posturing, the 

bravery, the motherland, the national festival and animal cruelty… And all those sacred, indomitable 

values involved in a rite which, well into the 21st century, pits man against beast in the manner of the 

Roman circus. Twenty years after its premier the controversy surrounding bullfighting rages on 

stronger than ever.

In the show the distinguishing features of company can already be seen in embryonic form: the 

awareness of comedy, the sense of rhythm, the use of sound as an extra character, its very direct style, 

the roguish attitude of its production, the make up of the characters…

The show soon became an unexpected success.

This is how we discovered the universality of our humour. Something that began as a local 

phenomenon soon brought us recognition inside and outside our borders. We started a world tour at 

the invitation of the most prestigious international humour festivals like Just for laughs in Canada, the 

Edinburgh Fringe, the Festival of Arts of Istanbul and the Festival Printemps des Courges de Toulouse 

where the show was awarded the Courge D’Or.

Today we would like to revisit “Muu” to recover the essence of this company and the pleasure of 

reliving, without nostalgia, that lively spirit which drove us to create. But also to share with the public 

which discovered Yllana in 666, PaGAGnini, Zoo or Brokers the principles on which our humour is 

based, with a revised, updated version in which, twenty years down the line, the experience is 

summarized with a lively, renewed approach in constant evolution.
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THE COMPANY

Yllana embodies creativity. Founded in 1991, the Company has grown and evolved over

the years until it can today cover all facets of the wide world of entertainment. Whether it’s a new hit

show playing to packed houses full of loyal fans at their Madrid theatre the Teatro Alfil; a touring company

thrilling audiences with one of their classic shows at a major arts center in a cultural capital; or a one

night industrial show wowingVolkswagen executives at their 50th anniversary --Yllana has it all covered.

Yllana is first and foremost an artists' collective dedicated to the production, distribution

and promotion of unique theatrical events. Its ethos is centered in mime and physical humor, that most

universal form of expressing the human comedy that forms the essence and core of the theatrical

experience. By dispensing with dialogue to reach the heart of Theatre, Yllana has been able to thrill and

amuse audiences across the world. After 31 successful years of existence, Yllana is now a consolidated

Company in the arts sector, yet unique in that it is still totally run by the Artists. It is not a Company that

employs Artists to further its commercial ends, but rather a collective of Artists that employs a Company

to bring their (and fellow artists’) work to many audiences worldwide. That is why Yllana still embodies

creativity.

Yllana was born in 1991 as a physical comedy theatre company. Through gestures,

sounds and genuine slapstick, Yllana creates its work out of the most common situations of everyday life,

combining huge energy with wit and risk.

It exploits an irreverent sense of humor, ironic and interactive, producing the most

spontaneous of laughs in the audience. Yllana finds in the onomatopoeic sounds and in gesture its natural

form of expression, thus creating a surreal and delirious world where anything can happen.

From the first encounter of Yllana with the stage, it has produced 37 shows: ¡Muu! 

(1991), Glub Glub (1994), 666 (1998), Hipo (1999), Rock & Clown (2000), Spingo (2001), ¡Splash! (2002), 

Star Trip (2003), The Best Sketches of Monty Python (2004), Olimplaff (2004), The Bald Prima Donna

(2005), Buuu (2006), Pagagnini (2007), Musicall (2007), Brokers (2008) , Zoo (2009), Sensormen (2010), 

¡Muu!2 (2011), The Hole (2011) and Action Man (2012, Monty Python, Los Mejores Sketches (2013), 

Malikianini, Sinfònic Ara (2014), The Gagfather (2014), Chefs (2015), Yllana 25 (2016), The Primitals (2016), 

The Opera Locos (2018), Ben-Hur (2018), Gag Movie (2018), Maestrissimo (2019), Glubs (2020), 

Greenpiss (2020), Trash! (2021), No Todo Son Pulgas (2021), The Royal Gag Orchestra (2021) and 

Passport (2022). These shows have been put on more than 16.000 times in more than 48 countries and 

close to 6 million people have attended them. 



THE COMPANY

The universal understanding of Yllana’s physical humor has allowed them to travel

across the world to: Portugal, France, Greece, United Kingdom, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, Italy, 

Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Turkey, Jordan, Morocco, Singapore, Canada, Mozambique, Brazil, Denmark, 

Argentina, Georgia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, El Salvador, Colombia, Japan, China, Israel, Senegal, Andorra, 

Korea, United States and Norway.

The productions have formed part of some of the most prestigious theatre festivals such as The

Edinburgh Fringe Festival, The International Theatre Festival in Istanbul (Turkey), Juste Pour Rire

Festival in Montreal (Canada), Ete de Quebec festival (Canada), Arts Festival in Singapore, Festival de

Manizales (Colombia), European Theatre Festival of Grenoble (France), Mime Festival of Perigeux

(France), and theatre seasons in Madrid (24 months with 666), Barcelona, Valencia, Bilbao, Lola

Membrives Theatre (Buenos Aires), Riverside Studios (London), Vitoria Theatre (Roma) and La Cigalle

(París).



AWARDS

• Jury's Award at the Festivalului International New Wave Theatre of Rumania for Trash! 2023

• Career Award at the XV Edición del Premio Teatral Duende Zahorí (Torrelavega). 2023

• Nit de les Guineuetes, Teatre Zorrilla de Badalona 2022. Audience Award for The Opera Locos.

• Mostra de Teatre de L'Alfàs del Pi 2022. Pi D'Honor de Teatre forYllana's trajectory.

• Award for the Best Show for Ben-Hur at XXVII Edición de los Premios Teatro de Rojas. 2020.

• Audience Award at Mostra de Teatro de Cangas (A Coruña) for The Primitals. 2020.

• Estruch Award as Best show for The Opera Locos. 2019.

• Audience Award in the Avignon Off Festival for The Primitals. 2019.

• Max Award for the performing arts 2019 for the Best Musical for The Opera Locos.

• Award “The Outstanding Drama” in the Guangzhou International Family Theatre Festival in 

Guangzhou (China). ¡Muu!2. 2018.

• Key to the City of Caracas. The Primitals. 2017.

• XX Festival de Teatro “El Perol” of Carmona award. The Gagfather. 2015.

• Scene Award for Carreer de Yllana in the 39º Festival Internacional de Teatro Contemporáneo 

(FITC) "Lazarillo“ de Manzanares (Ciudad Real) 2013.

• Troubadour Award for Career of Yllana in the XIX Festival Castillo of Alcañiz 2012.

• Award Max for the performing arts 2012 a Best Musical for Avenue Q

• Award for best direction for scenery for Avenue Q in the Premios Teatro Musical 2011

• Award Max for the performing arts 2010 best children´s show for Zoo

• Public Award in the Festival de Teatro de Chiclana (Cádiz) for Zoo 2010 

• Public Award for best Show of the Muestra Internacional of Teatro 2010 of Ribadavia (Orense)  

Zoo

• Award Telón Chivas a la Iniciativa Teatral 2004 Premio “Outstanding Unique Theatrical Event” in 

the Fringe Festival in New York (EE.UU.) por 666 2009 

• Award to the Millor Espectacle per votació popular de la 11a Mostra de Teatre de Santa Eugènia

(Palma de Mallorca – España) for Brokers 2009

• Public Award in the Festival de Teatro of Chiclana (Cádiz) for Brokers 2009 

• Moerser Comedy Prize 2009 in the International Comedy Arts Festival in Moers (Alemania for 

Pagagnini 2009 



• Award for Best Entertainment Opera, Operetta and Musical Comedy Theatre Rojas (Toledo) for 

Pagagnini 2009 

• Award for best show in the Fringe Festival (Edimburgo-Reino Unido), awarded by the editors of 

the newspaper THREE WEEKS for Pagagnini 2008 

• Public Choice Award of Festival Internacional Outono de Teatro (FIOT) en Carballo (a Coruña) 

por Brokers en 2008

• Nacional Award of Theater “Antero Guardia” 2008 by the Ayuntamiento of Úbeda the history of 

the company

• Award to the history of the company by Muestra Nacional of Teatro of Alfaro (La Rioja-España) 

2008

• Public Award by Festival Internacional of Teatro en la Calle de Villanueva de la Serena (Badajoz) for

Brokers 2008

• Public Award in the Festival de Teatro de Chiclana (Cádiz) for Olimplaff 2007 

• Best Show Festival de Fundao (Portugal) for Olimplaff 2006

• Award Moerser of Comedy 2005 by Festival Internacional of Comedia de Moers (Alemania) to 

the group Yllana for their creativity

• Special prize for the best idea and theatrical creativity Festival Internacional of the Risa de 

Casablanca (Marruecos) 2004

• Award for the best Show in the Festival Internacional de la Risa de Casablanca (Marruecos) 

Splash 2004  

• Public Award at the International Festival Outono de Teatro (FIOT) in Carballo (A Coruña) for 

Rock & Clown 2001 

• Public Award at the Festival Internacional Outono de Teatro (FIOT) in Carballo (A Coruña) for 

Glub Glub 1997 

• Second Place Award United Slapstick in the Festival Europeo de la Comicidad of Frankfurt 

(Alemania) for Glub-Glub 1995 

• Courge D’Or of Toulouse (Francia) for ¡Muu! 1995 

AWARDS
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Y uno no puede dejar de ruborizarse y de sentir la amargura profunda que se esconde tras el vendaval de brillantes gags
y de aplausos, porque lo que aquí se satiriza es el país en que vivimos […] .

La sátira como arma arrojadiza
[…] Y en España, todo disparate político-económico es poco, a la vez que siniestro, y en cuanto a la Fiesta Nacional y
todo lo que conlleva, no sólo continúa en pie procurando enaltecer los valores patrios sino que, además, resulta
beneficiada cual sacrosanta madre del divino cordero.

Muu 2: el desenfado insolente, la formidable mala uva de Yllana
[…] estos creadores que mejoran con el tiempo, y van del Zoo al Far West pasando por los Brokers, sin olvidar a los
espías de Action Man—entre muchos otros aciertos— dando lecciones de gran teatro gestual: el que genera carcajadas
cargadas de sólidos y fértiles mensajes.
Muu se estrenó en 1991, hace ya 21 años, y para sorpresa de los integrantes de Yllana, fue un bombazo internacional,
comienzo de una larga trayectoria que hoy les permite dirigir su propio teatro y hacer giras mundiales constantemente,
además de dirigir y producir otros espectáculos.
¡Muu! 2 transita durante hora y media por todos los tópicos de la tauromaquia y su "esplendor" social, pero lo pone
boca abajo: hay un toro invisible que sin embargo parece el temible Godzilla; hay una virgen a la que suplica el torero
novato y se la carga de puro torpe; está el torero galán de galanes y el torero mariquita; están los propios toros con sus
sobrevalorados atributos masculinos; está el miedo en lugar del manido coraje, y la bestia peligrosa convertida en
piojo...
... y un sinfín de hallazgos que prefiero no desvelar para que el jolgorio del espectador sea continuo y sobre todo sin
prejuicios, porque aun disfrutando de ciertos aspectos del toreo (como le sucede a quien esto escribe), en este
espectáculo se parodian fundamentalmente los valores socioculturales que pretenden expandir desde la barbarie
medieval de un hombre matando a un toro ante un público que jalea. Y todo bendecido por un raro catolicismo que
hace del pecado de matar animales por diversión, una juerga henchida de gloria.

¡Muu! 2. Idea original y dirección: Yllana. Dirección artística: David Ottone. Con cuatro formidables actores que ya
aplaudimos en reiteradas ocasiones: Fidel Fernández, Antonio Pagudo, Luis Cao y Juan Francisco Dorado.

Larga vida a esta Compañía que ya lleva montadas 21 producciones con gran éxito nacional e internacional,
coronando de gloria la auténtica Fiesta Universal de la inteligencia para aplicar un sentido del humor que nos
permita luchar mejor por la libertad y la justicia. Lo único que de verdad nos diferencia de los animales.”

Es imposible no partirse de risa y ruborizarse a la vez con este clásico de los
extraordinarios creadores de Yllana. Se parte uno de risa porque desde el
primer momento, estos 4-toreros-4 tienen tal dominio del disparate como del
mejor teatro gestual: es la parodia implacable de un mundo sórdido que causa
gracia por el mero hecho de mostrar su pasión por los más rancios valores.
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